SOVIET PERSPECTIVE AND  THE FUTURE
capitalism, or the impact of war upon a country-
unprepared for it may, in the modern world, cause an
exceedingly   bloody   revolution.    Power,   in   such
circumstances, is attained by a young proletariat
which, under Leninist conditions, must set up its
dictatorship.   The essential difference between this
supposition and the former,  with regard to the
Communist vision and the time perspective, is that the
dictatorship has two, not one task to perform. It has to
suppress a whole class which had not had time, in the
course  of capitalist  evolution,  to  liquidate  itself
automatically. It has also to raise the standard of living
by industrialising the community.   Its plan is not
merely the purely rational one of pure Socialism, the
logical pathway to Communism, but a programme of
progressive revolution, which must continue for long
after the initial seizure of power. The revolution must
be a continuing one.* The essential development of
industry, instead of evolving spontaneously in the
form of the negation of competition by monopoly,
must be achieved directly by dictatorship* This was,
and is, the state of affairs in Russia. For the reason that
the revolution took place prematurely, as it were, in
the process of Russian capitalism's gestation, and
involved a blood bath of unexpected proportions, the
* I am not referring to Trotsky's "permanent revolution," wfckfa is
concerned largely with certain cocsideraooos of iafceraaticQal politics.
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